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Conservalive Jewish leaders open door for
ordination of gavs

Thursday, December o7, 2006

Rachel Zoll
ASSOCIATED PRESS

INEW YORK — Conservative Jewish
scholars eased their ban vesterday on ordaining gays, upending thousands
of vears of precedent while stopping short of fully accepting gay clergy
members.

The Committee on Jewish Law and Standards, which interprets religious
law for the movement, adopted three starkly contlicting policies that
nonetheless give gays a wider role. Four committee members who wanted to
uphold the ban outright resigned.

One policy maintains the prohibition against gay clergy members. The
second maintains a ban on sodomy but permits gay ordination and allows
blessing ceremonies for same-sex couples. The third supports the ban on
gay sex in Jewish law and notes that some gays have undergone therapy that
succeeded in changing their sexual orientation.

That leaves seminaries and synagogues to decide on their own which
approach to follow.,

Rabbis at the two Conservative Jewish synagogues in Franklin County said
they're pleased with the decisions.

Rabbi Jason A. Miller, of Congregation Agudas Achim in Bexley, said he
wasn't surprised by the mixed decisions.

"Certainly they're contradictory papers, but to me that underscores what
Conservative Judaism is about — not that it's wishy-washy, but that it
refleets the middle-of-the-road position of the Conservative movement."

He and Rabbi Harold Berman, of Congregation Tifereth Israel on the East
Side, concurred that marriage must remain a heterosexual institution but
that gavs in a committed relationship deserve recognition in their religious
family.



